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Jasper Johns: Numbers 
Oct. 26, 2003—Jan. 11, 2004 


The Cleveland Museum of Art, North Gallery. Admission is $7 for adults; $6 for seniors 
and college students; $3 for students ages 6 to 18; free for CMA members and children 
five and under. Prices include admission to the Drawing Modern: Works from the Agnes 
Gund Collection exhibition as well. 


This exhibition will be the first to concentrate in depth on a single subject by Jasper Johns 
(born 1930), one of the major artists of the postwar era. Known for his depictions of 
numbers, flags, targets and maps, Johns completed a series of encaustic and collage 
paintings of single numbers on a rectangular field, called Figures, in 1955. He then 
developed variations on this format, such as a sequenced repetition of the numerals in a 
grid format, the numerals in a double row and the 10 numerals superimposed on one 
another. Works of this type by Johns have had a profound impact on subsequent art 
because they address basic questions about perception and the nature of representation 
itself, challenging the way the viewer looks at works of art by transforming utterly 
common symbols into richly worked visual objects. 


Although drawn from all periods of the artist’s career, this exhibition of approximately 30 
works will focus on the years between 1955 and 1963 and will include painting, drawing, 
collage and printmaking. 


The exhibition is co-curated by Carter E. Foster, curator of drawings, and guest curator 
Roberta Bernstein, professor of art history at the University at Albany, State University 
of New York, and a specialist on the art of Jasper Johns. 


Authored by Foster and Bernstein, the fully illustrated, 128-page catalogue (The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 2003) will include an essay by both authors and a checklist of 
all of Johns Numbers works. It will be available for $40. 


This exhibition is sponsored in part by Agnes Gund and Daniel Shapiro. The Cleveland 
Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. 
The museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art 
acquisitions. 


For more information about the museum and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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